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Henleaze Junior School
This is a summary of how Henleaze Junior School delivers music education to all pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils, parents and carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.

	Detail
	Information

	Academic year this summary covers
	2025- 2026

	Date this summary was published
	January 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Becky Cutler

	Name of local music hub
	Bristol Beacon

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place)
	Cathedral Primary Trust




	Part A: Music curriculum



Curriculum consistency
The themes running from Year 3 – Y6 are: singing, listening, playing, composing and performing. The sequence of learning for KS2 classes includes units which focus on: singing, untuned percussion and tuned percussion / Whole Class Ensemble Tuition.

Time for music
Music lessons are timetabled for Year 3 to Year 6 in unit blocks across the school year. Most lessons are between 30-45 minutes long. Our 15-minute Singing Assemblies count towards curriculum time, with a termly focus on a different interrelated dimension of music. Music lessons are taught in the classrooms.

Whole Class Ensemble Tuition
Year 4 receive 4 terms of ukulele lessons lead by a specialist teacher from Bristol Beacon. Alongside learning a tuned instruments, the children also learn about rhythm, notation and styles of music. 

Singing in Lessons
Years 3-6 do an assembly learning topic based songs. 




Disabled and SEND Pupils

We consider how specific activities or pedagogy may need to be adjusted to ensure all pupils are able to access learning to participate fully. Making Music accessible to all, including SEND, disabled, disadvantaged and EAL pupils includes:
-having high expectations and promoting equal opportunities
-creating a positive environment of understanding, small-group and 1:1 support
-effective liaison with LSAs
-additional scaffolding, flexible grouping, longer attempts and more practise time
-differentiated support: e.g. using a simplified or reduced number of notes when learning an instrument
-access to instrument lessons
It is our aim for all children to see themselves as musicians.


	Part B: Co-curricular Music


This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.

Singing Assemblies

We have a weekly Singing Assemblies. This is 15 minutes and counts towards weekly Music curriculum time. Children sing songs from a wide range of cultures and genres to: warm-up and develop the voice, connect to our school values and learn songs that help to progress musical skills including round and part singing. We also use this time to focus knowledge on notation, the elements of music, knowledge of composers throughout history and an exposure to performances from a variety of musicians. 

Choir
At Henleaze we have a choir who meet weekly for 45 minutes after school. This choir is open to all who would like to join and is run free of charge. 
Choir performs at Christmas events, large scale concerts alongside other schools and at our own music evening. 

Bristol Beacon Peripatetic Tuition

Peripatetic tutors from Bristol Beacon offer lessons on: guitar, violin, flute, clarinet, brass, piano and cello. Lessons are 20 minutes long and available in both individual and small group formats. Children can work towards accredited grades.

Instrumental Ensembles

Orchestra
Runs weekly
Open to all children who play an instrument. 
Pianists are involved through transferring their skills to glockenspiels. Some instrumentalists have previously taken part in Bristol Beacon’s Primary Orchestra Workshop, where children learn pieces then rehearse and play in a city-wide primary orchestra, supported by tutors and culminating in a performance to parents. We hope to take part in the experience again this year. Bristol Beacon charge £3 per child taking part; pupil premium children’s places are free.



Guitar group. 
Children who learn to play the guitar in school, perform to the parents and children regularly in assemblies and in a concert in Term 4. 

Ukulele
The Year 4 children learn the Ukulele as part of their music lessons and perform in Term 4 as a year group. 



	Part C: Musical Experiences


This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows.


Christmas performances

All children perform in our ‘Winter celebration’ held at the end of Term 2 in a local church. They sing a selection of winter themed and Christmas songs. There are also performances from the school orchestra and choir. 
Additionally, the choir perform multiple times during the Christmas period with events on the local high street, occasionally at the Christmas fair and at a Bristol school wide event at Bristol Beacon.
We hold an annual music evening at school whereby we timetable a mixture of group and solo performances from any child who auditions - including children who have music lessons outside of school.


Year 6 Production 

Our Year 6 children work towards a musical production every year. In the past few years, they have performed versions of Matilda the musical, Pirates of the Curry Bean and Holes. The children work hard to rehearse songs, some with parts and harmony. We often enlist the help of a ex-teacher with a music specialism (Mr Adam Barber) to assist in the harmonising.  The children take ownership of their production: their suggestions for actions and musical direction help shape it. Year 6 sing with character and pride. Many children put themselves forward to sing small solo and small-group parts. Children in Year are invited to watch the dress rehearsal of the performance. There are two final evening performances.

CST concert

In Term 4, a group of children take part in a concert, at Bristol Beacon, involving schools across the whole of the Cathedral Schools trust. Children learn 7 songs and there is the opportunity for certain children to be a part of a trust wide orchestra called ‘Camerata’. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________





Bristol Beacon Events

Henleaze Juniors is a Bristol Beacon Member School. Through this membership, we enjoy attending many exciting musical events in our city’s flagship concert venues. These have previously included:

· Key Stage 2 Winter Sing in St George’s Hall / Bristol Beacon Main Hall (KS2 Choir)
· Orchestra workshop at Trinity Academy / Bristol Beacon Main Hall (KS2 musicians)

For events with an audience, ticket prices are set by Bristol Beacon. Support has previously been offered to our families in receipt of pupil premium through offering some subsidised tickets. 






	In the Future


This is about what the school is planning for in subsequent years.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]

Curriculum Music

We are transitioning over to Oak National Academy primary music curriculum which is being releases for academic year 2025-2026. During this academic year our focus will be on making sure that music is being taught across all year group with the intention of implementing Oak academy lessons gradually in Term 5.
We previously noted that composition was the element missing most from our class teaching and will be adding this in to Year 5 and 6 lessons. We plan to use singing assemblies as a way to recap areas of the music curriculum. As well as exposure to different genres of music, children will learn about the elements of music such as pulse, rhythm, dynamics and tempo with a different focus each term. 

	[bookmark: _30j0zll]Further Information



The link to find further information from the government about Music education can be found here.
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