
Learning Objective: To identify basic needs essential for healthy growth. 
 
Success criteria:  
I can discuss the different needs of myself and others. 
I can recognise that needs vary among different living beings. 
I can explain the importance of money in meeting people’s needs. 
 
 
Start by showing your child a picture of a newborn child. 

 
Ask them what this baby needs to survive and/or thrive?  
 
Then ask (answers in red): 
Why do adults need to look after babies? (They cannot look after 
themselves and rely on adults to keep them alive.) 
 
What do adults need to provide for babies so that they can survive and 
grow? (Food/milk; warmth; shelter; a cot; love; care; attention.) 
 
What kinds of things do adults need to do to take care of babies? 
(Answers might include: changing nappies; changing clothes; washing; 
bathing; feeding; cuddling; attending to them when they cry.) 
 
 
 
 
Answers: 



 
A newborn baby needs: 



 

 
 
 
 



What does a puppy need? 

 
 
Watch this clip 
Spending versus saving, and needs versus wants - BBC Teach  
 
Explain the meaning of need to your child: 
'Needs' are the essentials people need for growth, health and 
overall well-being. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zqkqs82


These are different human needs: 
 
Clothes 

 
Healthcare 

 
Love and emotional support 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Shelter 

 
Food 

 
Water 

 
 



 
Sleep 

 
Education 

 
Task: 
Children should order the needs they have learnt about in order from most important to 
least important and give reasons as to why they have ordered them in this way. There is no 
right or wrong answer. 
 
Needs to order: 

 

 


